ment in tropical sanitation ever made". One recalled the labours of General Gorgas to convince the authorities that yellow fever was carried by the mosquito, and that the presence of this insect was the main obstacle to the work. Gorgas was responsible for the eventual transformation of the deadly Canal Zone into one of the healthiest parts of the world, as it became when the canal was opened in 1914. Such memories of William Crawford Gorgas led one to think of the perils and hardships endured by early voyagers to New Zealand: of Abel Tasman, for example, who first sighted its shores. Tasman's remarkable map, dated 1644, is preserved in the Mitchell Library at Sydney, and also depicted in mosaic on the floor of the entrance hall.
In this map, Tasmania appears as part of the mainland of Australia, because it was not until 1799 that George Bass, a young naval surgeon, sailed through the strait which now bears his name. Bass was born in 1770, the year of Captain Cook's landing at Botany Bay, a few miles north of Sydney. The achievement of Bass is often overshadowed by that of his associate Matthew Flinders, also a Lincolnshire lad, but there is a well-deserved tribute to his memory, the biography so excellently written by Dr. Keith Bowden [1] .
(After a brief reference to the scenery of New Zealand and Australia, the flowers and birds which so impress the visitor, the remarkable fauna, especially that of Australia, and the widely differing Maoris of New Zealand and Aboriginals of Australia, Dr. Guthrie spoke of the Health Services of both countries, comparing them with that of Britain.) Medical education has now reached a high standard in Australasia, and many of the hospitals and medical schools are in the front rank. It is not surprising that in such an atmosphere of progress History takes a prominent place. Interest in the History of Medicine is keen, and although, as yet, no one has written a comprehensive treatise on the early days of medicine in New Zealand and Australia, there have been many shorter contributions to the subject. For example, Dr. W. E. L. H. Crowther of Hobart, Tasmania,'the fourth of a dynasty of doctors, and one whose great-grandfather combined medicine with whaling, and owned his ships, has written several fascinating accounts of the medical history of Tasmania, or Van Diemen's Land as it was called until 1850. Another veteran whose pen has been active is Dr. Robert Scot Skirving of Sydney, who is believed to be the oldest living medical graduate of Edinburgh University. We found him still alert and active at the age of 94. My wife and I were honoured to be his guests at dinner, when he spoke of his life at Edinburgh. in the '80s of last century and of his experiences as house-surgeon to Professor Spence. Next day, he gave a lecture to the Post-graduate Class at Prince Alfred Hospital on Pneumonia, then and now, contrasting the early treatment with present-day methods. He, too, has contributed to our knowledge of the early medical pioneers. Other medical historians of Sydney are Professor Edward Ford, the owner of an extensive library of Australiana, and Dr. MacArthur Brown of Parramatta, Lecturer on History of Medicine in the University of Sydney, who like his father and grandfather practises as a physician in Parramatta. An even larger coterie of medical historians is to be found at Melbourne, including Drs. Colin Macdonald, Roland Wettenhall, Boyd Graham, Douglas MacArthur, Kenneth Russell, Younger Ross, Keith Bowden and the energetic secretary of the group, Bryan Gandevia. Melbourne may well be proud of its medical historians, as indeed it is proud of the medico-historical libraries which are housed in the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. One is the historical section of the Gordon Craig Library, the other is the Cowlishaw Library. Gordon Craig was a surgeon in Sydney, a graduate of Glasgow University who bequeathed £30,000 to the College in order to found a library. The Housed in the same building, but in separate bookcases, is the library of Dr. Leslie Cowlishaw. It was purchased by the College in 1943, after the death of Dr. Cowlishaw, a Sydney physician who was keenly interested in the history of medicine, and had written many excellent papers on the subject. The library contains about 500 books published before 1850 and 1,000 subsequent to that date. The latter section contains most of the important histories, biographies, and other medicohistorical works of the period. Among the earlier works are eight incunabula, in unusually perfect condition. They Being undated, written in the third person and somewhat eulogistic, there was at first some doubt as to its authenticity, but there is now little doubt that it is the work of the first Monro [3] . Other interesting items are the lectures On Wounds, and On Tumours, delivered by Monro primus in 1721 and 1722, but never published: two distinct and separate histories of anatomy (one by Monro primus, the other by secundus), the manuscripts of nearly all the printed works of the three Monros, and 23 volumes of lecture notes by A. Monro tertius, suggesting that, contrary to report, he was industrious, at least in his early days. Dunedin may well be proud of the Monro Collection, and it is hoped that furtber details regarding it may be published.
The significance of these two medico-historical libraries is not yet fully appreciated even in Melbourne and in Dunedin. Nevertheless there is a growing interest in the history of medicine, both in New Zealand and in Australia, and those important sources of information will prove of great value to future generations of students when the need for an historical basis to medical education comes to be recognized.
